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¥ Publishers® Note

PEACE,

PROGRESS ang.¢

PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

were supermost in the mind of late Jawaharlal
Nehru and he was ofthe firm opinion that
these can be preserved, nurtured and developed
through Community Development, Panchayati-
Raj and Sahakari Samaj are the natural out-
come and prerequisites for the success of this
programme which was started about twelve
years ago. Through this period they have had
wonderful achievements to their credit and
the eyes of the whole mankind are fixed on
what we are doing in this field.

Now Nehru—The Jewel of India—js no more
with us but his ideas shall always inspire the
masses of the world. These programmes are
nothing but the translation of Nchru’s ideas
into action. Mr. Dayal has made this attempt
for the elucidation of Nehru’s ideas so that
they might be perfectly understood by the
people. The author has taken pains to collect
all available facts and figures about these pro-
grammes and has mﬁfshalled the facts ina
fascinating and very Interesting manner. A
pcrusal atonce repays study.

It is fervently expected that this book will be
of extreme benefit to those who live in India
as also to the foreigners who are interested
:n India’s progress- This book will be of
value to the students of Advance Eco-

special _ :
nomics, Social Studies and Public Adminis-
tration, candidates  preparing for various

competitive examinations, teachers of Univer-
sitiess Instructors of Community Development,
Pancha}’ati Raj and Cooperation Training
Centres, Government  Officials and Social
welfare workers.

Price : Rs. 10.00
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
PANCHAYATI RAJ AND
SAHAKARI SAMAJ
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A HUMBLE DEDICATION
TO
Our Late Prime Minisier

SHRI JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU

THE ARCHITECT OF MODERN INDIA

“The community projects are the
bright, vital and the dynamic sparks all
~over India from which radiate rays
of energy, hope and enthusiasm.”

—NEHRU
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PREFATORY NOTE

The story goes, there was a time when our villages hummed
with the music of working men and women, with children singing
round the hearth, and this country of ours housing all the religions
of the world—all types of people from the enlightened Aryans to
the Aboriginals. But during the foreign rule, the inhabitants of rural
areas were denied all the benefits of a civilised life. They were
systematically exploited by the foreign rulers and the indigenous
urban population. The condition of the rural masses from physical,
economic, social and educational points of view was unsatisfactory
and beyond the limits of tolerance. They were the victims of mental
Jethargy and had neither the courage to ask for anything better nor
the initiative to work for better living conditions. But this exploitation
could not continue for long. :

After the attainment of SWARAJ, the National Government
terms under the leadership of late Jawaharlal Nehru began to think in

g of rebuilding the country in ruins. Such an effort required the reawa-
| kening of the people who were still in slumber. The task of changing
the outlook of sixty million families was simply stupendous. They
were to be acquainted with the rapid technological advances and the
new trends of civilisation. The question before the country was how
to awaken such enthusiasm and maintain it at a high pitch so as
to enable the people to get out of the rut and better their living
conditions.

In March 1950, the Planning Commission came into existence
and we began to plan for large-scale economic and social progress.
But no improvement in any walk of life can be made unless it is

| backed by the development of rural areas. As such the Planning

‘Commission gave concentrated thought to the development of rural

, areas and consequently the programme of Community Development

| was launched on October 2, 1952—the birthday of Gandhiji. To make
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